
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
 

OKANOGAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

December 14, 2016 
 

  9:00 AM Review Consent Agenda 

  9:30 AM Briefing Among Commissioners-Approve Vouchers 

10:00 AM Tentative State Audit Exit Conference 

11:00 AM Update – Public Works Administration – Ben Rough 

1:30 PM Superior Court Hearing via Tele/video-Commissioners to Attend 

  2:30 PM Update – Planning 

  4:30 PM Review Meeting Minutes and Approve 

 

The Okanogan County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on December 

14, 2016, with, Commissioner Jim DeTro, Commissioner Ray Campbell, Commissioner 

Sheilah Kennedy, and Laleña Johns, Clerk of the Board present. 

 

Commissioners convened at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Update Planning – Perry Huston 

Dan Higbee, Rocky King, Planning administrative secretary, DPA Albert Lin, Angie 

Hubbard 

 

Director Huston reported that his office is fully staffed now with the hiring of the 

Administrative Secretary. 

 

Director Huston stated a memo was generated regarding nightly rentals. (Attached) 

 

Director Huston reported that Public Health is now sending their permit form to the 

Planning Department for sign off. They are on an annual renewal so staff is working on 

those. Essentially we do not know when the rules are to be applied. There was no 

specific date for when the vesting begins. Director Huston stated September 2005 is the 

date we have been using and those up until that date were vested anyone else would 

have to go through the planned development permitting. Public health doesn’t always 

directed an applicant to Planning to obtain the other part of the process.  

 

Mr. Lin discussed recommendations and options to address Nightly Rentals going 

forward. The board reviewed the options in the memo and direction was requested.  

1) Allow all currently operating nightly rentals to continue operation until 2021. 
2) Identify an alternate vesting date after which any operating nightly rentals would not be 
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allowed to operate until they came into compliance with OCC 17A or, if they could not be 
brought into compliance cease to operate. 

 

How many public health permits have been issued in the Methow for Nightly Rentals? 

Commissioner Campbell asked also whether the current Nightly Rentals are all paying 

their share of the Lodging Tax.  

 

Director Huston stated Sandy Mackie has been doing a lot of outreach throughout the 

county, but it is not known if he is charging the county or not.  What does the board 

want him to do? Commissioner Campbell stated he doesn’t think he should be talking 

about what the plan is yet because those may change once the board changes in 

January. Commissioner Kennedy stated she would not like to leave an impression 

about a path they are taking then after the December 019, hearing the board wishing to 

take another direction. She doesn’t believe that would be right. Commissioner Campbell 

stated there is a lot of info about drinking water that was provided by Glen Smith with 

the WA. St. Ground water Association. Director Huston stated he would contact him. 

Commissioner Campbell stated he cannot believe we are ignoring the 2 cfs in the 

Methow. Director Huston stated he is trying to build a structure that would help with the 

discussion. He will communicate with Sandy Mackie to ensure everything is time 

appropriately using the December 19 date.  

 

Commissioner Kennedy stated given the fact Stevens County commissioners testified, 

and there is not an attempt to address this. The lawsuit by Futurewise ties us into us 

having to do something right now even though we are not GMA County. Mr. Lin stated 

one way or another we will have to address this.  

 

Director Huston reported that he met with Pete Palmer, CCT Planner, and discussed 

the record for OCC 20. The record for the December 19 is one data set and another will 

be put together with everything.  

 

Motion Adjourn as BOCC and reconvene as the Tonasket EMS District 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to adjourn as BOCC and reconvened as the Tonasket 

EMS District. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Director Huston stated how he would presenting the budget for the Tonasket EMS 

District. There is also the statements from EF Recovery and there is likely some money 

to go after. He would like to hire Life Line to go after the funds. He believed there was 

around $10,000-15,000. Life line will do that at no expense and a letter of understanding 

will memorialize that. Commissioner Kennedy thought a timeline should be established. 

Director Huston stated it will take plenty of time and would not put a timeline on it. 
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Motion Commissioners Proceedings November 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to approve the commissioners’ proceedings of 

November 28, 29, & 30, 2016 as presented. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, 

motion carried.  

 

Review Meeting Minutes and Approve 

 

Commissioners adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 

 

 


